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II.        INTRODUCTION

Mission Statement:



the community, and the regional Community Development staff tabulated the results.  The
survey was designed to measure the perception of Bedford County residents concerning



General Statement of Council Makeup

The Bedford County Health Council is made up of several local residents, each of whichrepresents a vested interest in the county.  Currently the council has a membership of 29

individuals.  There are representatives from several social service agencies, the County

Health Department, local health care providers and administrators, media, school system,

and businesses.

Appendix A:  Membership List
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IV.       BEDFORD COUNTY DESCRIPTION

A.  Geographic & Land Area



In 1996, 19.7% of the population was enrolled in TennCare, which was lower than the
state’s 23.3% for this same period.

During the data analysis phase of Bedford County’s Community Diagnosis, the council



V.        COMMUNITY NEEDS ASSESSMENT



Stakeholder Survey

The Health Council elected to take advantage of the Stakeholders Survey that was



The high school dropout rate for the county was 5.4% based on a three-year average for
1992-1994.  This was slightly above the regional average of 4.9% and the state average of
5.2%.  In 1993-1994 the dropout rate for the county increased to 6.3% (112 dropouts).
This is significantly higher than the state rate of 4.7%.  Teen pregnancy, poor grades, drug
and/or alcohol abuse, and long hours on a job are some of the things that directly effect
the dropout rate.

In Bedford County, 34% of the students participate in the school lunch program receiving
lunch at free or reduced prices.  This is only slightly above the state rate of 33.5%.

MORBIDITY & MORTALITY

The Bedford County Health Council was presented with statistics concerning reportable
diseases and causes of death within the county.  The Health Council also reviewed the
number of teen pregnancies that had occurred in Bedford County over a ten-year time
frame.  The Community Development staff provided comparisons of similar data with
other counties in the region and across the state to enable the Health Council to recognize
significant problems in their own community.

In addition to specific health problems, the council was provided a comprehensive view of
the status of children and youth within Bedford County.

High School Dropouts by County (Grades 9-12)
 free-year averas D -0.0632)



Five Leading Causes of Death:

The Bedford County Health Council members were provided with county specific datafrom 1994 concerning the leading causes of death. Tfhe list is as follows:1. TDiseases of the Heart2. TMalignant Neoplasms

3. TCerebrovascularTDisease

4. TAccidents and Adverse Effects



significantly higher than the region (21.6%).  In the 15-17 years age group in the county8.3% of all live births were low weight babies.  The average for the state during the same

reporting period was 11.9% and the average for the region was 8.5%.  The low

birthweight for all ages from 1992-1994 was 7.3% for Bedford County, 7.8% for the

South Central Region, and 8.7% for the state.





Measles
Rubella

Gonococcal infections were the most prevalent in the county.  Sexually transmitted disease
rates over a ten-year period were presented at the Health Council.  The sexually
ase
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Debbie Broadway, County Director
Lincoln County Health Dept
1000 Washington St. West, Suite A
Fayetteville, TN  37334
433-3231ary Ann 9

 Director
 Directo of Nurshin9
  9



Karla Haws Candice Lane
Dept of Children’s Services Child Development Center
PO Box 928 111 Eaglette Way
Shelbyville, TN  37160 Shelbyville, TN  37160
685-0660 684-8681

Mai Dee Hendricks Sara Padgett
450 Philpot Rd Bedford Co General Hospital
Bell Buckle, TN  37160 845 Union St
294-2268 Shelbyville, TN  37160

685-5518
Denise Hobbs



Sherri Soloman Belinda Warren
Adult Learning Center Dept of Children’s Services
326 East Depot St 195 Wildcreek Rd
Shelbyville, TN  37160 Shelbyville, TN  37160
684-8635 685-4955
Fax 684-8634

Hershel Thrasher Lynette Womble
Executive Director School Nurse
Shelbyville Housing Authority 500 Madison St.
PO Box 560 Shelbyville, TN  37160
Shelbyville, TN  37160 684-3284, Ext 224
684-134 Fax 684-32891
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