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Pediatric Providers 
 
Pediatric primary care providers include M.D.s and D.O.s, as well as mid-level 
providers licensed as nurse practitioners and physician assistants, with the 
specialty of general pediatrics.  In addition, other specialties were asked if they 
provided general pediatric care and, if so, what percent of the practice was devoted 
to that care in order to calculate a full-time equivalency of pediatric providers. 
 
Primary care physicians in rural counties were surveyed in 2003.  The resultant 
data were tabulated for this report.  Data on primary care providers in the four 
metropolitan counties of Davidson, Hamilton, Knox, and Shelby were obtained 
from the Tennessee Department of Health licensure files.  The full-time pediatric 
equivalency of each rural provider’s practice was calculated based on the number 
of self-reported hours a provider is in direct patient care--that is, not performing 
hospital or nursing home rounds, administrative work, teaching, etc.  A standard of 
a 40-hour work week in direct patient care is considered the equivalent of one full-
time provider.  Those reporting over 40 hours a week were counted as no greater 
than 1.0 full-time equivalent (FTE). 
 
In 2003, there were a total of 1,108 FTE general pediatric physicians estimated to 
be actively practicing direct pediatric primary care in the state.  Of this total, 718, 
or 65 percent, were reportedly practicing in the four metropolitan counties of 
Davidson, Knox, Hamilton, and Shelby.  Thirty-five percent (or 390) of the 
pediatric providers were practicing in the rural counties.  The distribution of 
pediatric providers did not mirror that of the population, ages 0-17 years, in the 
state.  Approximately 62 percent of the pediatric population resided in the 91 rural 
counties.  However, only thirty-five percent of pediatric physicians were located in 
the 91 rural counties of the state. 
 
Data for pediatric mid-levels show that a total of 61 FTE pediatric primary care 
providers were actively practicing in the state.  About 24 percent (or 14.4) of these 
pediatric mid-levels were reportedly practicing in the four metropolitan counties. 
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