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� The percent change in the Hispanic population between 1990-1992 and 1994-1996
was greatest in the Mid-Cumberland, South Central, and East Regions of
Tennessee.  Also, counties in the lower part of the Upper Cumberland Region and
the upper part of the Southeast Region experienced large increases.  While the
metropolitan regions had a larger percentage of Hispanics in 1996, the percentage
increase in Hispanics in these areas was not as high as for rural regions, which had
a smaller base. 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau, Estimates of the Population of Counties by Age, Sex, and Race/Hispanic Origin:
1990 to 1996, as of December 18, 1997.

Mortality of Hispanics in Tennessee, 1996

� A total of 221 deaths to Hispanics were reported among the 51,367 deaths in
Tennessee in 1996. Deaths to Hispanics represented less than one-half of one
percent (0.4%) of all deaths in the State in 1996.  The mortality rate among
Hispanics was 422.5 per 100,000 in 1996. 

� In two-thirds of the deaths to Hispanics, their country of origin was known (n=146).
The majority of these deaths occurred to persons of Mexican origin - 46%, Puerto
Ricans --19%, Spaniards - 16%, Cubans - 11%, and Central/South Americans - 8%.

� Of deaths to Hispanics in 1996 in Tennessee, 61.5% occurred to males and 38.5%
to females.

� The majority of Hispanic decedents in 1996 were white at 78%, followed by Asians
and other races at 10%, blacks at 8%, and persons of unknown race at 4%.

� Sixteen percent of Hispanic decedents were under 25 (7% were 0-1, 1% were 1-4
years, none were 5-14, and 8% were 15-24).  Sixteen percent were aged 25-44 (7%
were 25-34 and 9% were 35-44).  Twenty-one percent died between the ages of 45
and 64 (11% were 45-54; 10% were 55-64).  Forty-seven percent of Hispanic
decedents were aged 65 and over.  Fifteen percent were 65-74; 20% were 75-84;
and 12% were 85 and over.

� Leading causes of death among Hispanics in 1996 were cancer at 19% of deaths;
heart disease at 18%; accidents other than motor vehicle accidents (MVAs) - 9%,
MVA’s - 7%; and cerebrovascular disease (CVD) - 6%.  HIV/AIDS and suicide each
made up 3% of deaths to Hispanics, while diabetes, pneumonia/influenza, and
homicide each accounted for 2% of Hispanic deaths.
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