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YOUTH RISK BEHAVIOR SYSTEM (YRBS) TENNESSEE HIGH SCHOOL STUDENT
SURVEY, 2001

In the late 1980s, public health researchers at the Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) created the Youth Risk Behavior Survey (YRBS) to assess and monitor
trends in young peoples' health risk behaviors. In 2001, the Tennessee Department of
Education administered the YRBS to 1,437 students at 36 Tennessee public high schools.
Response rates were 56% overall, with 67% of schools and 84% of students responding.
The 2001 YRBS data is unweighted, and the results cannot be generalized to the entire
student population in grades 9-12. The sample was 49.5% female and 50.5% male.
Ethnic/racial composition for the sample was 68.5% white, 24.8% black, 2.2%
Hispanic/Latino, 2.7% other races, and 1.8% multiple races.

Behaviors that Contribute to Unintentional Injuries
Seatbelt Use

[ The percentage of Tennessee students who reported not using seatbelts in a motor
vehicle has steadily decreased from 1993 (31%) to 2001(18%). Males (22%) were
much more likely not to wear a seatbelt than were females (13%) in 2001.
Compared to data for the 2001 United States YRBS, a higher percentage of
Tennessee students did not wear seatbelts. Tennessee students were 28% more
likely not to wear seatbelts than their U.S. counterparts (14%).

Motorcycle Helmet Use

L In Tennessee, in 2001, of students who rode a motorcycle during the past 12
months, 33% rarely or (never worél @ helmetll Tennessee's [percentage wasl
somewhat lower than that for the U.S. (37%) and has remained constant since
1995. Males (37%) were much more likely not to wear a helmet than females
(23%).

Bicycle Helmet Use

L Helmet use was rare when students were riding bicycles. In Tennessee, 89% of
students did not wear helmets when operating a bicycle in the past 12 months,
compared to 85% nationwide. There were no differences by gender or across
grade levels.

Drinking and Driving

o In 2001, the same percentage (32.3%) of students in Tennessee and nationally
reported that within the past 30 days, they rode one or more times in a car operated
by someone who had been drinking alcohol. The percentage was only slightly
higher for males (33.1%) than females (31.5%).
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