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Nearly fourteen percent of students had driven a car or other vehicle while or after
drinking alcohol one or more times in the past 30 days, compared to 13% for the
national student population in 2001. Males (18.7%) were more likely to report this
activity than were females (9.1%). The percentages of students who had recently
operated a vehicle while or after drinking alcohol increased by grade-level, from 8%
of 9th graders to 23.2% of 12th graders. (This increase is partly attributable to
increased exposure to driving with studentsi age.)

Behaviors that Contribute to Intentional Injuries

Physical Fighting

In 2001, 30.4% of students had been in a physical fight in the past 12 months, and
11.7% of student respondents reported that they had been in a physical fight on
school property. Males (36.8%) were more likely to have been in physical fights
than were females (23.9%). The prevalence decreased from 39.1% among 9th
graders to 31.1% among 10th graders, 27.1% among 11th graders and 21.2%
among 12th graders. The 2001 national YRBS reports that 33% of students had
been in a physical fight within 12 months of being surveyed, a slightly higher
prevalence than for Tennessee.

The percentage of Tennessee students who were seriously injured (requiring
medical attention) one or more times in a physical fight in the previous 12 months
was 3.7%. Nationally the percentage was 4%. In Tennessee, more males (4.5%)
were injured in this way than females (2.7%). The highest prevalence of injury was
observed among 9th graders (5.7%), and the lowest prevalence was 1.8% among
12th graders.

Weapon Carrying

In Tennessee, 20.3% of students had carried a weapon in the previous 30 days,
compared to 17% in the U.S. There was gender disparity in the percentage of
Tennessee students who had carried a weapon -- e.g., a gun, knife, or club -- on
one or more of the past 30 days; prevalence among males was 34.2% and among
females 6.1%.

About six percent of students (6.2%) had carried a gun on one or more of the past
30 days. Males (11%) did this much more frequently than females (0.9%) in
Tennessee. Nationally, slightly fewer students (5.7%) had carried a gun.

School Safety and Weapons

Of the Tennessee student respondents, 6.7% (11.4% of males and 1.9% of
females) had carried a weapon to school, compared to 6.4% for the national student
population in 2001. The prevalence was higher for 12th graders (8%) than students
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