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COMMUNICABLE DISEASES, TENNESSEE, 2000 and 2001

Comparison of Selected Communicable Disease Rates,
Tennessee and the United States, 2000

The most common communicable diseases in Tennessee in 2000 were
chlamydia and gonorrhea. The rates for these diseases in that year were 264.9
and 208.7 per 100,000 population, respectively (see Table below).

The rates for all sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) selected for comparison
were higher in Tennessee than the U.S. The differences ranged from 2% higher
for AIDS to 158.6% higher for all forms of syphilis (see Table). The Tennessee
rate of primary and secondary syphilis was 325% higher than the U.S. rate (9.35

cases per 100,000 population, compared to 2.2 cases, respectively).

° Tuberculosis, one of the more important infectious diseases in this time of

increasing antibiotic resistance, was 11.7% higher in Tennessee than in the U.S.

as a whole (6.7 cases per 100,000, compared to 6.0 cases, respectively).

SELECTED COMMUNICABLE DISEASES,
TENNESSEE AND THE U.S., 2000

_ U.S. Tennessee Difference in

Selected Diseases
N Rate' N Rate' Rate

AIDS 40758 14.9 863 15.2 | 2% Higher
Chlamydia 702093 [ 257.5 15069 | 264.9 | 2.9% Higher
Gonorrhea 358995 [ 131.6 11876 | 208.7 | 58.6% Higher
Hepatitis B 8036 2.9 239 4.2 | 44.8% Higher
Hepatitis C 3197 1.2 112 2 | 66.7% Higher
Syphilis, All Forms 31575 11.6 1708 30 | 158.6% Higher
Tuberculosis 16377 6 383 6.7 | 11.7% Higher
Population, 2000 272692000 568

'Rate represents number of reported cases per 100,000 population.
Source: Summary of Notifiable Diseases, United States, 2000. Morbidity and Mortality Weekly Report,
CDC, June 14, 2002, 49(53); 1-102.

%0These comparisons are for the most recent year for which data are available for both TN and US - 2000.
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