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In 2000, the provider-to-population ratio was slightly more than 3 times higher (i.e.,
less favorable) in nonmetropolitan compared to metropolitan counties, at 1:2,289
and 1:633, respectively.

The lowest ratio (indicating a non-shortage area) was 490 persons per primary care
provider in Davidson County. The highest ratio 1:5,558 (indicating a shortage area)
was in Cheatham County, making that county the most underserved county in the
State. Of the metropolitan counties, Madison County had the highest ratio
(1:1,326), followed by Sullivan County (1:1,151).

Primary care physician-to-population ratios were lowest in Davidson (1:490) and
Knox (1:606) Counties, and highest in the Upper Cumberland Region (1:2,685).

The statewide pediatric care physician-to-population ratio was 1:1,206. In the
metropolitan counties, the ratio was 1:744, and in the nonmetropolitan counties, the
ratio was 1:1,958.

The TennCare primary care provider-to-population ratio statewide was 1:416. Inthe
nonmetropolitan counties, the ratio was 1:1,998, and in the metropolitan counties,
1:170. Nonmetropolitan provider-to-population ratios were more than 4 times higher
than those for metropolitan areas.

Health Resource Shortage Areas, as of December 2000

As of December 2000, the Tennessee Commissioner of Health had designated 85
Rational Service Areas (RSA's) for primary care, general pediatric care, and
TennCare primary care. Thirty-seven RSA's for obstetrics were designated.

Of the 85 RSA's designated for primary care, 30 (35%) were designated as
resource shortage areas. These shortage areas included 30 counties with some
clustering in East, Northeast, West, and Southwest Regions of Tennessee.

Obstetrical (OB) service shortage areas, i.e., RSA's with inadequate or no OB
services, represented 86% (30 out of 37) of the OB RSA's in 2000. As of October
2000, the following counties or sections of counties, were OB shortage areas:
Fayette, Haywood, Henry, Giles, Hickman, Lewis, Marshall, Maury, Perry,
Lawrence, Wayne, Robertson, Macon, Smith, Trousdale, Wilson, Lincoln, Clay,
Overton, Pickett, Jackson, Putnam, White, DeKalb, Bradley, Meigs, McMinn, Polk,
Scott, Greene, and Cocke Counties.

Thirty (35%) of the 85 RSA's for pediatric primary care were designated as shortage
areas.
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