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In Tennessee between 1999 and 2001, with no data available for 2000, the
number of reported child abuse and neglect cases increased from 33,629 in
1999 to 38,509, an increase of 14.5 percent. During the same time period the
number of substantiated cases declined from 10, 611 in 1999, to 9,571 in
2001, a decrease of 9.8 percent (DCS, 2001).

Nationally in 2000, 879,000 children (12.2 per 1,000) were reported to the
National Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting System, a slight increase from
the 1999 rate of 11.8 per 1,000 children (NCAN, 2001).

Types of abuse
a Neglect. Neglect is defined as the failure to provide for a child’s

physical survival needs to the extent that there is harm or risk of harm
to the child’s health or safety. Neglect may include, but is not limited
to, abandonment, lack of supervision, life endangering lack of physical
hygiene, lack of adequate nutrition that places the child below the
normal growth curve, lack of shelter, or lack of medical or dental care
that results in health-threatening conditions. In 2001, there were 3,984
substantiated neglect cases in Tennessee.

a Physical Abuse. Physical abuse is defined as any act that, regardless of
intent, results in a non-accidental physical injury. Inflicted physical injury most often represents unreasonably severe corporal punishment.
In 2001, there were 1,570 substantiated cases of physical abuse in Tennessee.

a Sexual Abuse. Sexual abuse is defined as acts of sexual assault and sexual exploitation of minors. Sexual abuse includes a broad range of
behavior and may consist of many acts over a long period of time or a single incident. In 2001, 2,333 cases of sexual abuse were
substantiated in Tennessee.

a Emotional Abuse. Emotional abuse includes verbal assaults, ignoring and indifference, and constant family conflict. In 2001 there were
103 substantiated cases of emotional abuse in Tennessee.

a Medical Neglect and Other Forms of Abuse. In 2001, Tennessee had 271 cases of medical neglect and 1,714 cases of other types of abuse
combined (DCS, 2001).

Although any of the forms of child maltreatment may be found separately, they often occur in combination. Emotional abuse is almost always
present when other forms are identified (NCAN, 2001).

In Tennessee, 41.9 percent of all reported cases of child abuse involved children ages 5 and younger. Children ages 6 through 11 comprise 34.1
percent of all reported cases, with children ages 12 to 17 making up 23.9 percent of the reported cases. Fifty-five percent of the alleged child
victims were females; 43.9 percent were males (DCS, 2001). Gender data were missing in 1.1 percent of cases.
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