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Source:  Tennessee Department of Children's Services. Note: Percentages represent 9,571 
children and 9,975 events; 404 cases were counted in more than one category.
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Some possible signs of abuse and neglect are:
a The child has repeated injuries that are not properly treated or

adequately explained;
a The child begins acting in unusual ways, ranging from disruptive and

aggressive to passive and withdrawn;
a The child acts in the role of parent toward their brothers and sisters or

even toward his or her own parents;
a The child may have disturbed sleep (nightmares, bedwetting, fear of

sleeping alone, needing a nightlight);
a The child loses his or her appetite, overeats, or may report being

hungry;
a There is a sudden drop in school grades or participation in activities;
a The child may act in stylized ways, such as sexual behavior that is not

normal for his or her age group;
a The child may report abusive or neglectful acts.

Parents who abuse or neglect their children may show some common
characteristics:
a Possible drug/alcohol history;
a Disorganized home life;
a May seem to be isolated from the community and have no close friends;
a When asked about a child’s injury, may offer conflicting reasons or no explanation at all;
a May seem unwilling or unable to provide for a child’s basic needs;
a May not have age appropriate expectations of their children;
a May use harsh discipline that is not appropriate for child’s age or behavior;
a Were abused or neglected as a child.

More than 85 percent of the perpetrators of child abuse and neglect in Tennessee were the parents or relatives of the victims. Staff of schools, child-care
settings or institutions were reported to be the perpetrators in only 2 percent of the investigations. Adolescents as well as adults can be perpetrators of abuse
(DCS, 2002). Tennessee law requires that everyone who is actively involved with children in any capacity report suspected cases of child abuse.

Children in State Custody
At the beginning of 2001, Tennessee had 11,000 children in state custody (DCS, 2002). This was a decrease of 286 compared to the previous year. In Tennessee
in the year 2000 approximately 500 fewer children remained in state custody than in 1999 (DCS, 2000). In Tennessee the Department of Children’s Services
(DCS) is the state agency that is responsible for providing services to children in state custody and their families.
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