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Juvenile Justice
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Source:  Tennessee Council of Juvenile and Family Court Judges.

9.4 9.9 9.9 9.5

12.1

9 9.3

21.2 21.7 20.9
18.6 18.2

16
15

39.4 38.5
40.6

43.1 43.8

47.6 48.4

30 29.9
28.7 28.9

25.8
27.4 27.3

1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

Offenses Against Persons Offenses Against Property Illegal Conduct Status Offenses

2002). One example is that of teens working in restaurants. “Adolescents
working in the restaurant industry in general were at six times greater risk of
sustaining a work-related burn injury than teens working in any other industry,
the study found. Overall, during the period studied, emergency departments
treated an estimated 108,000 work related injuries to teens in all industries”
(National Institute of Occupational Safety and Health, 1999).

On a more positive note, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
released a report based on surveys of ninth to 12th grade students in 2001
showing that compared to previous years, teens were more likely to wear
seatbelts and stay out of cars with drivers who had been drinking. The 2001
Youth Risk Behavior Survey showed continued positive trends in most mea-
sures of students’ injury- and violence-related behaviors (U.S. Department of
Health and Human Services, 2002).

Tennessee is home to 98 juvenile courts with 112 juvenile court judges. Of the 98 courts, 17 are designated “Special Act” juvenile courts, with the remaining 81
being general session courts with juvenile jurisdiction. Each of the courts with the exception of Bristol and Johnson City are county-based and administered,
with at least one juvenile court located in each of the state’s 95 counties. All Tennessee courts with juvenile jurisdiction strive to follow the procedural
guidelines established by the Tennessee Rules of Juvenile Procedure; however, there is very little standardization with regard to juvenile court size,
management, and administration. As a result, Tennessee’s juvenile court system is diverse and tends to reflect the needs and preferences of the people living
within a given county or community.

In Tennessee, 83,412 children representing 134,618 cases and 160,593 referral reasons were reported to the Tennessee Juvenile Court Information System
between January 1, 2001, and December 31, 2001. Of these referrals nearly half of all the cases reported (49 percent) were delinquent offenses, 18 percent were
status offenses, and non-offense referral reasons, including dependent neglect and child abuse, made up an additional 33 percent of the total juvenile court
referrals.

The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth is the state advisory group (SAG) responsible for implementing the provisions of the Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (JJDP) Act in Tennessee.
The four core requirements of the act (with their dates of enactment) are to:
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