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Executive Summary
KIDS COUNT: The State of the Child in Tennessee is published by the Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth with partial funding from the Annie E.
Casey Foundation.

The Annie E. Casey Foundation funds a national and state-by-state effort to track the status of children in the United States. By providing policy makers and
citizens with benchmarks of child well-being, KIDS COUNT seeks to enrich local, state, and national discussions concerning ways to secure better futures
for all children. At the national level, the principal activity of the initiative is the publication of the annual KIDS COUNT Data Book, which uses the best
available data to measure the educational, social, economic, and physical well-being of children and their families. The Foundation funds statewide KIDS
COUNT projects in the 50 states, the Virgin Islands, and Puerto Rico.

The Tennessee Commission on Children and Youth (TCCY) is an independent state agency created by the Tennessee General Assembly to advocate for
improvements in the quality of life for children and families, coordinate regional councils on children and youth, administer state and federal juvenile justice
funds, evaluate services to children in state custody, and compile and disseminate information on Tennessee’s children.

Data used in this publication were collected from various state and federal agencies and represent the most current data available at the time of the
publication. Narratives on each of the child indicators were developed to provide a summary of the findings and implications regarding the status of children.
Indicators are grouped into five major categories, including Infant, Child, and Teen Health; Child and Teen Well-Being; Education; Economic Security; and
Demographics.

Major Findings

Infant/Child/Teen Health
a As of December 2001, 45.2 percent of all TennCare enrollees were children.
a The percent of children now on TennCare who saw a physician rarely had dropped from 15 for those on Medicaid in 1993 to 9 percent.
a Only 81.4 percent of pregnant mothers received prenatal care during their first trimester.
a In 2000, Tennessee’s rate of 9.2 percent for low-birthweight babies exceeded the U.S. percent of 7.6 during the same time period.
a In 2000, 30 counties in Tennessee (31.6 percent of all Tennessee counties) had higher low-birthweight rates than the state average.
a In 2002 African-American infants were three times more likely to die at birth than White babies during the same time period.
a In 2001, Tennessee reached its highest immunization completion rate yet for 24-month-olds at 88.2 percent.
a The teen birth rate in Tennessee declined by 4.8 percent between 1999 and 2000.
a From 1995 to 2001 Tennessee’s STD cases for teens ages 15-17 declined by 20 percent.
Child/Teen Well-Being
a The number of substantiated child abuse and neglect cases in Tennessee decreased by 9.8 percent between 1999 and 2001.
a In 2001, 57 percent of Tennessee children in state custody reviewed during the CPORT process had parents with substance abuse issues.
a The number of children remaining in state custody in Tennessee from 2000 to 2001 declined by 3.8 percent.
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